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MINDING THE GAP! 
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The young people from the Alternative Curriculum Project (ACP) are pleased to announce that 
Newgate Gap had its very own facelift on Tuesday 9th May at 1.00pm. 
 
The group showcased their mural art, which includes designs of landmarks in the local Margate & 
Cliftonville area, which they have achieved in partnership with Isle of Thanet Arts and ******, 
Community Development Worker at Thanet Community Development Trust. The murals will be 
mounted to the tunnel walls and will give the footpath a much needed facelift and residents who use 
the access to Cliftonville Sands will have a more attractive feature to look at.  
 
‘Operation Newgate Gap’ was initiated in September and has given the young people an opportunity to 
learn about regeneration and working with the community, to improve a local area which for many years 
has been neglected. The young people have committed themselves to an overall development of the Gap 
and have visited the site on numerous occasions to have a thorough hands-on clean up, held a 
consultation day and liaised with the Council to improve lighting, seating and waste bins. 
 
The project has been made possible with funding from the Renewal Area Programme Grant, which 
has enabled the young people to gain a sense of achievement and ownership of Newgate Gap and 
understanding of their abilities and respect for their local area.  
 
Scott ***, KCC youth and community worker says: ‘The project has given the young people an 
opportunity to engage in their community, gain ownership of the improvements and has enabled 
them to offer a positive contribution to their local area.’  
 

~~~ ends ~~~ 

CONTACT: Who has the knowledge of the ‘story’ 
to speak in detail if journalist’s follows it up? 

HEADLINE: Think about what you are publicising 
and use alliteration. (NB the sub-editor and editor 
have final say so may and will change headline.) 

PICTURE: A good image relevant to body 
of text will draw journalists to your press 
release and get you more column inches. 

FIVE ‘W’s: What? 
Who? When? Where?  
Why? (& How?) 
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Editor’s notes: 
����
1) Alternative Curriculum Programmes (ACP Thanet) is one of seven alternative curriculum 
programmes in Kent run by KCC Youth & Community, in partnership with the Behaviour and 
Attendance service. ACP is for young people in Key Stage 4 of their education (year 10 & 11) who 
are at risk of exclusion or who have been excluded from mainstream education. The programme 
runs for 25hours a week, where the young people access a variety of educational courses & activities 
including ASDAN, GCSE’s, CITB and work experience.   
For further information contact ************* 
 
2) Thanet Community Development Trust is a not-for-profit organisation that focuses on improving 
the local community and develop the area through street scheme initiatives and open space projects. 
For further information contact *********** 
 
3) Renewal Area Programme has been put in place by Thanet District Council to improve 
Cliftonville West, which has been declared as a Renewal Area, following the Neighbourhood 
Renewal Assessment in Oct 2004.  The Community Grants are awarded to improve the quality of 
life of local residents.  For further information contact Renewal Area Team on : ************* 
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ADDITIONAL INFO: important to include 
contact details & further information. 


